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FRESH AIR

 What’s your favorite thing about riding? Is it the wind blowing against you, the feeling of 
power beneath you, the freedom to get away, …the pipes? (whoops, wrong crowd!)

One of my favorite things about riding is that I can smell the strawberry fields to the point 
that I can almost taste them. Broccoli fields & garlic trucks are left in our wake but not 
without leaving their lingering memories of savory meals previously enjoyed. Ocean mist 
& seaweed smells mingle with the sparkle of the sun on the ocean waves. Northern Red-
woods or Evergreen trees might be my favorite smells. There aren’t words to describe it if 
you’ve never ridden among them. The best I can come up with is pungent & ethereal.

 Of course road kill prompts Terry & me to simultaneously sing over the intercom lyrics of 
Dead skunk in the middle of the road! That smell is right up there with the passing of 
stock yards. How long can you hold your breath? Probably depends on how fast you can 
drive! 

 I like to play a game with Terry when we are riding. The game is as soon as I feel a differ-
ence in temperature I tell him if it’s gotten hotter or colder & he checks the temperature 
gauge to see if I’m right. I can tell a difference of 1 degree! You can’t do that in a car!

 For me fresh air comes in a variety of smells & memories.  I love riding for many reasons 
but one huge one would be the air, wonderful smelly fresh air!  For me fresh air comes in 
a variety of smells & memories.  I love riding for many reasons but one huge one would 
be the air, wonderful smelly fresh air!

EDITOR’S NOTE:

THANKS EVERYONE FOR GETTING THE ARTICLES TO ME EARLY. THIS MAKES OUR TRIP A LOT EASIER 
KNOWING THAT EVERYONE WILL HAVE THE NEWSLETTERS ON TIME.

BARB



ANNUAL CHAPTER “L” PICNIC

When you were growing up did your family, 
or families that you knew have “The Sum-
mer Picnic”? This summer social affair was 
something that was not exactly a “must” for folks to attend, but truth 
be said it was really an obligatory summer family event. Things never 

changed, year after year…the same people and same conversations (mostly their health and the 
weather).  However, the “You will go and you will have a good time”, statement was repeated 
each year.

Well, let’s fast forward in time a little bit? On June 16, 2007 Chapter CA-1-L had the Annual 
Summer Picnic. While there I found myself making a comparison to the “Annual” affair de-
scribed above.  In spite of a gloomy overcast start to the day everyone seemed to be having a 
great time!  While not sure of the exact head count I think it was around 35 +/- (and of course 
Sadie)! One of best things about the day was having new members joining us! It was great! In 
a time when membership seems to be somewhat on the decline in GWRRA we had all these 
new folks. Folks who choose to spend their afternoon with us! Just as exciting was seeing 
faces who are unable to make meetings as often as they would like, but could join us for the 
afternoon! 

As the day progressed you could hear folks sharing their stories of long trips taken, short local 
rides, new places visited and some waiting to still be discovered. There were new folks asking 
questions about riding and seasoned riders unselfishly sharing their tips and suggestions. The 
success of the day was affirmed when I heard talks about the “must have” safety equip-
ment…chrome, chrome and more chrome. 

Everyone knows Gold Wingers are well known for their enjoyment of good food. Our CD’s 
Dick and Debbie saw to it that no one was disappointed in this area. The tri-tip was cooked to 
perfection, the side dishes, and sweets were abundant!  As the saying goes, “If you left hungry 
it was your own fault”! Hats off to Dick and Debbie for working so hard to ensure we had a 
successful “Annual Picnic”!

If you were unable to join us this year for our annual event, see if you can clear your calendar 
when the next date is established. Unlike the picnic of yesteryear described in the opening of 
this article we met new people, heard new conversations, and were in the presence of our 
GWRRA family and look forward to next years Annual Picnic.

Remember, if you come with us you’ll have memories!
If you stay home you’ll have only dreams!




